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Abstract

Human language is, as we know, hard for machines to handlel té\this the complexities in-
troduced when text is degraded by transcription errordlisgamistakes, extreme abbreviations,
informal writing, missing punctuation, and ever-changstide conventions arising from new com-
munications paradigms, and the situation seems almostésspeAs researchers working in this
arena, is our optimism warranted, or are we blinded by pastesses in easier domains?

We are fortunate to be able to bring together a panel of Iggekperts to debate this provocative
issue at the AND-07 workshop. As of the time of this publicatithe list of participants includes:
Daniel Lopresti, Lehigh University (moderator)

Sreeram Balakrishnan, IBM India Research Lab

Hwee Tou Ng, National University of Singapore

Rohini Srihari, Janya Inc.

We look forward to much interesting discussion as a fitting teeconclude our one-day workshop
on Analytics for Noisy Unstructured Text Data.
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